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Minutes of the Annual Membership Meeting

of The American Border Collie Association, Inc.
September 21, 2007 - Gettysburg, PA - Battlefield Harley Davidson

Following the dinner sponsored by Battlefield Harley Davidson, Mike Neary
called the meeting to order and thanked Barbara Levinson, Cheryl & Dick Williams
for making all of the arrangements for the meeting.

Mike asked Betty Levin to come forward and lead in a remembrance of Edgar
Gould, former Director of ABCA who had recently passed away. She stated he al-
ways loved the dogs and was 86 years old when he died.

Mike asked Patty Rogers to present the proof of mailing from Alexander, Van
Loon, Sloan, Levens & Favre that showed 4331 ballots were mailed on August 21,
2207. 681 ballots were cast by eligible members through the mail to AVL, which
constitutes a quorum present. Additional ballots were taken from members present
that had not previously voted.

Minutes were distributed along with the Financial statement and audit state-
ment for all in attendance to have. Gary Westbrook made a motion to accept the
minutes as presented. 2" by Lorna Savage. All Approved.

The President’s report was also distributed and Mike covered the highlights of
that report. Mike stated that Jim Swift was not present to make a report from the
Finance Commiittee, but the Financial Statement was attached to the minutes. There
was a question on travel and about the amounts donated to the Sheep & Cattle finals.
After some discussion, Florence Wilson made a motion to accept the financial state-
ment as presented. Motion was 2°¢ by Gary Westbrook. All Approved.

Mark Billadeau presented the Health & Genetics Committee report. He reported
that 100 ABCA-registered dogs and 25 CBCA-registered dogs were DNA tested for
CEA in 2006. Dr. Acland examined 218 dogs during the first two days of the 3-day eye
clinic he was conducting at the finals. Mark also explained to the membership how
we were working with UC Davis on Epilepsy studies. He stated that if the new tech-
nology they are using works for this study, they should identify the DNA marker(s) in
the near future, and be able to develop genetic tests for Epilepsy that should cost
around $40 - $50. Polly Matzinger had several questions and concerns related to
DNA research. She suggested that there should be coordination among research
groups rather than each group collecting a new set of DNA samples.

Florence Wilson reported the final tally of votes from AVL and on site. The new
directors will be Kate Ash, Mike Hanley, and Martin Penfold & Norma Stewart will be
returning. She also stated that the By-law change passed with 627 over 22 against
votes.

There being no further new business or announced business, the meeting was
adjourned.

Following is a list of all of
the current directors and

their addresses:

Larry Burkes

HC 3

Paducah, TX 79248

(806) 492-3456
stockdog@caprock-spur.com
Liz Hubbard

37820 Jones Rd.
Bonanza, OR 97623
(541) 545-6357
MEEHUBBARD@aol.com
Eileen Stein,

Executive Committee

P. O. Box 41

Shady Side, MD 20764
(301) 261-9750
eileen@bordercollie.org
Robin French

4535 Sugar Maple Rd.
Oxford, NC 27565

(919) 690-0683
shooflyf@yahoo.com
Martin Penfold,
Executive Committee
Box 359

Austin, MB Canada ROH 0CO
(204) 466-2904
martin@ruralroutevideos.com
Kate Ash

19307V Dr. North

Olivet, Ml 49076

(269) 749-4180
thistledew@hughes.net
Dan Gill

Executive Committee
6189 Hwy. 51 S.
Hernando, MS 38632
(662) 429-6304
USBCHA4EVER@midsouth.rr.com
Norma Stewart

P.O. Box 371

Franklin Springs, GA 30639
(706) 245-7880
normabstewart@yahoo.com
Mike Hanley

1400 Munch’s Corner
Lexington, KY 40515
(859) 229-5410
hanleys@wildblue.net

Jim Swift, President

857 22 Road

Grand Junction, CO 81505
(970) 243-1982
Jswift0327@msn.com
Ivan Weir

176 Lyndhurst Rd.
Seeley’s Bay,

ON Canada KOH 2NO
(813) 387-2696
ivanweir52@yahoo.ca
Gary Westbrook, V.P.
10030 Foxbrook Lane
Benton, AR 72015

(501) 594-5612
stockdog@hughes.net

Annual Memberships Due before January 1, 2008

All annual memberships expire on January 1 of each calendar year. To be eligible to vote in the 2008
elections, your membership must be paid prior to Janaury 1, 2008. Be sure to mail your membership
in as soon as possible. Annual membership fees are $10.00 ($10.50 if paid by credit card). Lifetime
membership fees are also available for the cost of $100.00 ($110.00 if paid by credit card).




President’s Report to ABCA Members at 2007 Annual Meeting

Highlighted by Major Sponsorship of 2007 National Finals Trials
By Mike Neary, ABCA President

First, I want to thank all the current board members for their service to the ABCA and the work-
ing Border Collie. The current board members are: Norma B. Stewart, Larry Burkes, Susan Carvalho,
Robin French, Dan Gill, Liz Hubbard, Martin Penfold, Eileen Stein, Jim Swift - Vice President, Gary
Westbrook, and Ivan Weir.

Each and every one of the directors has made important contributions this year.

Also, I would like to thank all the general members that served on committees this year and
helped the ABCA with programs and important association business. The ABCA is only as important
as the members and directors are committed. All board members and general members serve the
registry on an uncompensated basis. Furthermore, programs and actions happen in the ABCA by a
consensus of the board and members. That is the manner in which our community has always
worked. Itis not always the most efficient method, but in the long run it is the most effective.

The directors of the ABCA always welcome member input. We are your peers, not some myste-
rious director. Contact directors with idea’s and concerns. Be prepared to offer help and solutions
though. All it takes to get an item on the board meeting agenda is for a director to request it.

Highlights of Activities for 2007
Increased Sponsorship of National Finals for both sheep and cattle- The ABCA increased the

amount of general sponsorship from $6400 to $10,100 and remains the largest single sponsor for the
National Finals in both sheep and cattle. The ABCA approved $40,300 to help sponsor both events in
2007. These funds were allocated for livestock fees, general expenses to put on both trials, and as
prize monies paid directly to ABCA members running ABCA registered dogs.

Promotional monies granted- In 2007, the ABCA board approved about $16,000 worth of funds
for promotional requests by local organizations and individuals. These promotional monies are
used for local and regional education and promotional activities.

Health and Genetics activities- The board approved the H&G committee to make arrangements
with the University of California-Davis to conduct an epilepsy study to identify DNA markers for the
disease. This was at minimal cost to the ABCA.

Approved yearly free eye exams at the sheep and cattle finals- The ABCA will pick up all costs for
ABCA registered dogs entered in either finals for the required eye exams. Also, if time allows, other
non-entered ABCA dogs can have eye exams at no cost to the member.

Clariifed DNA policy - Dogs not registered by second birthday need to have DNA submitted
from both parents, live or dead, or go through the ROM process.

Abolished pedigree appeal process- Dogs with incomplete pedigrees will have to go through the
ROM process.

Opposed California Spay/neuter bill- Worked with California members to oppose and lobby
against bill. Sent multiple letters of opposition.

A member was suspended- This member used improper signature authority. One year suspen-
sion and a $500 fine.

Updated office equipment- purchased new printer and upgraded the computer server.

Reviewed Compensation to Secretary/Treasurer- The board approved an increase in rental com-
pensation to the Secretary/Treasurer in 2007. The ABCA increased rent paid from $200 to $ 300 per
month.

Continued to deal with puppy mill problems and other disciplinary actions- This has slowed
down some from 2006 but is still a significant problem. This problem takes much time from office
staff, officers and directors of ABCA.

(continued on next page)




Activities dealing with this problem include:

* Dealing with an abundance of complaints against such operations has made much more
work for the office staff. Also, officers of the association have spent considerable time on
these complaints.

* The board amended investigative rules that clarified investigations, failure to cooperate in an
investigation, and status of pending work during an investigation. The updated rules are on
the website. '

* Amended disciplinary rules to include proven incidents of abuse of dogs. The updated rule is
on the ABCA website.

* An investigation of a member was conducted, but was suspended.

*  Working on methods to publish and make public record the number of litters registered per
year by breeders. This would make information available to potential puppy buyers who are
the very large volume breeders.

* A new registry has been formed, the International Border Collie Association. It seems the
principles behind this registry are past members who have been expelled from the ABCA for
improprieties. The ABCA does not recognize pedigrees from this organization.

2007 Annual Meeting Health & Genetics Committee Report

Eyes
Only 100 ABCA and 25 CBCA registered dogs were tested by Optigen in 2006

115 and 103 dogs were seen by Dr. Ackland the first 2 days of the clinic

No cases of PRA

No unknown cases of CEA

About 5% had acquired scars and lesions

Hips

60-70 dogs have entered the study

About 30 dogs have completed the study (2 year OFA radiograph)

5-7 clinics have participated (mostly east coast a few in the mid west)

No dysplastic dogs were found

Of the 30 complete data sets, most show DLS in agreement with OFA
Afewhave DLS predicting poorer hip quality than OFA, these will be followed
Epilepsy

Coordinated sample collection for U. MO study

UCDavis contacted ABCA for samples to test with new technology: http://www.affymetrix.com/prod-
ucts/arrays/specific/canine 2.affx

UCDavis now has samples for about 100 dogs clinically diagnosed with epilepsy

UCDavis has appropriate control samples for these dogs

Sample set exceeds their hopes

If the technology will work for this study the sample set should yield genetic marker(s) for epilepsy and
eventually a test with a cost of $40-$50

If the technology does not work the sample set will be sent to U. of MO

Early Onset Deafness

UCDavis tested the new technology on a family of Border Collies that has early onset deafness

Results were very promising for finding genetic markers for this

UCDavis is soliciting additional samples

Exercise Induced Collapse

Researchers studying this in Labradors are close to identifying the genetic markers

Researchers have identified a similar syndrome in Border Collies and are requesting samples
http://www.bordercollie.org/boards/index.php?s=&showtopic=5181&view=findpost&p=55454




AMERICAN BORDER COLLIE ASSOCIATION, INC.
STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENSES, AND OTHER CHANGES IN NET ASSETS -
MODIFIED CASH BASIS
FOR THE YEAR ENDED FEBRUARY 28, 2007

REVENUES
ANNUAIMEMDEISNIDS ... o e $ 27,103
Lifetime memberships ... . 14,607
RegiStration fEES ... oo 161,105
AN O O ..o e 21,863
MISCEIANEOUS ... 4,705
INVESIMENE NGOG .. e 16,350
TOtAl REVENUES ... oo 245733
EXPENSES
Program services 7
Prize monies awarded ... ... ..o 20,200
Promotional supportto MemMbErS ..ot 12,725
RESEAICN SUPPOI ... oot 175
THAlS SPONSOISNID ..ttt 5,960
TOtAl PrOGram SEIVICES .........uiiiii i 39,060
General and administrative
AGVEIISING ..o e e 1,015
ANNUAIMEELING EXPENSES ...ttt ettt e e e et e e 1,876
Bank and iNVeStMENt fEES ... o 5,489
Computer and *22hniCal SUPPOIT: ....veii e 7,950
Depreciation and @amortiZation .............ccccciiiiiiiiii e 7,253
FIle STOragE ... e e 3,529
INSUraNCe and BONAING .....coooii e e 1,373
OffiCE SUPPIIES ... 4,871
Postage and delIVETY ... e e 11,133
Printing @and reprodUCHiON ............iii i 4,339
ProfesSSIONal fEES ... 15,977
RNt 2,150
SO AN Al fEES ... 84,941
TRIEPNONE i e 4,868
TrAVEl 6,356
Other OffiCe EXPENSES ..o e 1,851
Total general and administrative EXPENSES ........c.c.oiiiiiiiiiii e 164,971
TO Al EXPENSES . e, 204,031
Change in net assets before [0ss oninvestMeNnts ... 41,702
Realized 10SS ON INVESIMENES . ... (952)
CHANGE IN NET ASSETS ...ccoiieceiiceeeirirerereresesennsnunsnsrrerreesesramsasssssssseenesererenmnsnssasssssrmessssnsnssssssnsnnen 40,750
NET ASSETS, BEGINNING OF YEAR ........coceiiiiiiieitiie e ccvsissssses s s e s s msanman s s ses s e s s amsmsanssnnsennmnnsans 573,831

NET ASSETS, END OF YEAR ..ottt es s smn s ass s ss s s san s s s mn s e s s s $ 614,581




Funding Available thru ABCA

Promotional money is available for request from any ABCA member to use to promote the
working border collie in their area. Events often include trials, clinics, 4-H projects, etc. A written
request stating what your request is for, how it will promote the border collie and the amount of
money requested must be submitted to the office prior to the two deadlines of February 15 and July
15 each year. Funding for these projects comes from a designated fund that accumulates from each
registration at the rate of $1 per dog registered. Funds are allotted to the state of the member where
the order originates. If multi-state projects want to request funding, a member from each state
involved must make a request.

These funds are accumulated each day as registrations are processed. The amount available by
state following the July 15 awards is as follows:

State/ State/

Province Amount Province Amount
AB $123.50 NB $83.50
AK $111.50 NC $1,736.50
AL $1,406.00 ND $1,096.50
AR $1,074.00 NE $831.50
AZ $786.50 NH $355.50
BC $256.00 NJ $689.50
CA $1,238.00 NM $161.00
CO $607.50 NS $5.00
CT $337.00 NV $707.50
DC $2.00 NY $1,513.19
DE $43.00 OH $2,047,00
FL $806.00 OK $1,645.00
GA $1,349.00 ON $559.00
HI $4.50 OR $181.50
1A $487.50 PA $884.50
ID $935.50 PR $8.00
IL $673.50 QC $334.50
IN $894.00 RI $71.00
KS $278.00 SC $497.50
KY $882.00 SD $952.00
[A $3,942.00 SK $287.50
MA $711.00 TN $1,508.00
MB . $153.00 TX $1,270.00
MD $356.00 uT $611.50
ME $833.00 VA $1,727.50
MI $199.00 VT $244.00
MN $940.50 WA $1,501.00
MO $1,023.00 WI $188.50
MS $591.50 Wv $860.00
MT $1,156.00 WY $515.00

Grant funds are also available from the ABCA. These grants often don't fall in a category for
promotional funds and are not allocated by state. A Grant Request form is available on the website
and the deadline for grant requests is January 15 of each year.

www.americanbordercollie.org
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